
 

Donate Today 
 

To make a tax-deductible donation to the 
foundation visit www.bethlongwellfoundation.org 
or you can mail a check payable to the Beth 
Longwell Foundation to P.O. Box 50457, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303. 

The 2014 Beth 
Levitas 
Longwell 
Foundation 
Scholarship was 
awarded to 
Dalia Lopez, a 
2014 graduate 
of Palo Alto 
High School 
(PAHS). Dalia now attends California 
State University Dominguez Hills in 
Carson, California. 

While a student at PAHS, Dalia received 
numerous awards for outstanding 
academic scholarship, was one of the 
founders of the Latinos Unidos Club and 
served as president of the Hermanijas 
Club.  She also worked at the Palo Alto 
Housing Corporation tutoring children.  

Dalia is the first member of her family to 
attend college. She describes herself as 
loving, family minded and hard working. 
Her dream is to help Latino immigrants 
and to be involved in law enforcement 
and immigration law. 

Dalia expressed much appreciation to 
the Foundation for the scholarship and 
the assistance it provides for her 
education. 

A NIGHT OF HOPE 
by Jennifer Braun, Board Member 

Spring 2015 

Introducing the 2014 Beth Levitas 
Longwell Scholarship Recipient 

 

 

 

 

As a board member for the last six years, I always look 
forward to the Foundation’s annual dinner and silent auction 
held in November. This past event was themed “A Night of 
Hope” and was held at the beautiful University Club of Palo 
Alto.  

I arrived before all the other guests and provided my 
assistance where needed.  I took the opportunity to soak up 
the atmosphere and check out all of what laid ahead for our 
guests including the silent auction and new addition to the 
program, a live auction. Ah, a trip to Disneyland in the live 
auction. My interest was piqued.  

As the guests arrived and the drinks and appetizers flowed, 
there was a level of excitement in the air as everyone began 
the silent auction bidding. As in other years, it can be a battle 
to the end to secure that perfect item to take home.  

The dinner portion of the program also provided some new, 
exciting elements. The event was hosted by board member 
Alice Erber.  She is full of charisma and did a great job 
providing color to the evening. We also had the privilege of 
hearing author and guest speaker, Lee Daniel Kravetz speak 
of survivorship, hope, and stories of resilience. And then came 
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Foundation Board Member Updates 
 
The Board Members of the Beth Longwell Foundation would like to thank exiting board member Lisa 
Provenzano for her dedication, time and commitment to the Foundation. 
 
The Board is also pleased to welcome a new board member, Ashley Platner. When Ashley was a young 
child she met Beth who would watch Ashley and her siblings. Throughout the years Beth remained a close 
friend of the Platner family attending numerous family functions and maintaining a close relationship with all 
of them. Growing up, Ashley experienced firsthand Beth’s love for learning and education when Beth 
tutored her in various subjects in middle school. Later in life, Ashley visited Beth in her classrooms often 
helping out with art projects for her students. Ashley currently works as the Controller at her family’s 
commercial construction company in Mountain View, California.  

 
 

THANK YOU SILENT AUCTION DONORS 
Jack Adler • Anthony Aguilar • Anonymous • Inna 

Benjaminson • Susan Berman • Blue & Gold Fleet • 
Buck’s of Woodside • Byington Winery • Dotty 

Calabrese • California Academy of Sciences • Cascal 
Restaurant • Chabot Space & Science Center • 

Cheeky Monkey • Cheesecake Factory • Children’s 
Discovery Museum • Gordon Cohen • Pat Collins • 

Cooper-Garrod Vineyards • CuriOdyssey • de Young 
Museum • Linda Diamond • Disneyland • The 

Epiphany, Palo Alto • Alice Erber • Fastframe, Los 
Altos • Garden Court Hotel • Gitane, Menlo Park • 

GoKart Indoor Racing, Burlingame • Debbie Gutof • 
Sterling Haidt • Happy Hollow Park & Zoo • Iby Heller 

• Hidden Villa • Hobee’s California Restaurants • il 
Postale, Sunnyvale • J. Lohr Vineyards and Wines • 

Joni Johnson • Richard Kashnow • Bob and Claudette 
Kayne • Warren Kourt  • La Jolie Nail Salon, Palo Alto 
• Laser Quest • Ellen Levitas • Jim and Lisa Levitas • 
Felecia Levy • Hildy Licht • Linden Tree Books, Los 

Altos • Anna Longwell • Robert and Aleda Longwell • 
M4 Tasting Room • Lucie Mates • Michael Merrill 
Design • MJA Vineyards • David Milgram • Tony 

Maoyed • Napa Valley Bike Tours • Oakland Zoo • 
Stephanie Olsen • Merle Orelove • Oz Boutique, Los 

Altos • Paper Pizzazz! • Peninsula Box Office • 
Peninsula Symphony • Ashley Platner • Carol and 
Tom Platner • Ripley’s Believe It or Not! • Roaring 

Camp Railroads • Matt and Heather Robbins • 
Rooster T. Feathers Comedy Club • Rosewood Hotel 

• Salon Lisa Lisa, Los Altos • Natalya Samaylova • 
Sam’s Chowder House • San Jose Giants • San Jose 
Museum of Quilts & Textiles • San Jose SaberCats • 
Diane Satoda • Arna Shefrin • Sheldon of Los Altos • 

Shoko of Los Altos • Shunzi, Los Altos • Six Flags 
Discovery Kingdom • Skin Spirit, Palo Alto • Sky High 

Jump • Ellen Snider • Barbara Stern • Stuart’s 
Apparel, Los Altos • Sumo Sushi, Lo Altos • 

Sundance The Steakhouse • The Fish Market, Palo 
Alto • Theatreworks • Carol and Hal Toppel • Triton 

Museum of Art • Varisport • Winchester Mystery 
House •  Ava Yajima • Yum Yum Tree 

FOUNDATION FINANCIALS 
Established on September 24, 2007 as a California 
non-profit, public benefit corporation; the Beth 
Longwell Foundation is completely run by volunteers.  
Our board devoted its efforts in 2014 to fundraising, 
planning for continued growth, and servicing our key 
initiatives as established in our Mission Statement 
(pg. 4). 

The table below summarizes the foundation’s 
financials and use of your generously donated dollars 
for 2014.  
 

Income  
  Direct Public Support $50,457 
  Investment Income $621 
  Fundraising Income $22,644 

  Total Income $73,722 
Expenses  
  Organization $2,265 
  Fundraising $9,711 
  Scholarships/Grants $31,131 
  Operations $4,059 

  Total Expenses $47,166 
Net Income  

Total $26,556 
Liabilities   
  Unrestricted Net Assets $87,111 
  Net Assets $114,941 
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Lucy and Nathan 
Continued to 

Blossom in 2014 

Lucy and Nathan 
have developed in 
ways, which would 
have made Beth 
proud.  Lucy, now a 
Girl Scout, sold 
cookies using her 
wit and good 
charm, while 

Nathan has not 
disappointed with his ascension in Cub Scouts as 
a Bear and now a Webelo.  

They took their first trip to Disneyland, became 
world travelers with a trip to the Dominican 
Republic, and also had   
the privilege of walking 
down the aisle in their 
Uncle’s wedding.  

Both have become 
wonderful kids, with 
loving, wondrous 
smiles and senses 
of adventure!  
They bring love 
wherever they  
go. 

 

OUR 2015 GRANT RECIPIENTS  
For 2015, the Beth Longwell Foundation awarded 
grants to seven Bay Area agencies. We are proud to 
announce one new grant recipient: Project 
Commotion. Recipients of Foundation grants 
exemplify Beth's visions and hopes for advancement 
in non-smoking lung cancer research, support for 
those who have lost a loved one, education, and the 
arts. 

Bonnie J. Addario Lung Cancer Foundation 
(ALCF), San Carlos, CA 
ALCF is devoted exclusively to eradicating lung 
cancer through research, awareness, education, early 
detection, and treatment. The grant will support 
the purchase of bio-specimen kits to be used in 
the Genomics of Young Lung Cancer Study 
(GoYLC), an innovative, first-time research 
initiative to understand cause(s) of lung cancer in 
young adults, ages 18-39, a group that has not 
previously been studied. ALCF is a second-time 
grant recipient and received a grant of $7,500. 

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA), 
Mountain View, CA 
CSMA provides fully-subsidized, bilingual preschool 
programs in music and art to young children ages 3 
to 5 from Federally-funded Head Start and State 
Preschool Programs at three elementary school sites 
in Mountain View. CSMA is a fourth-year grant 
recipient and received a $3,500 grant. 

East Bay Agency for Children, Oakland, CA 
The East Bay Agency for Children is devoted 
exclusively to children and families coping with grief 
and loss. The grant funds will support the Circle of 
Care (COC) program which helps children heal and 
learn to cope with this traumatic experience through 
specialized support groups, individual and family 
counseling, crisis support, community trainings and 
outreach. The East Bay Agency for Children received 
a grant of $2,500 and is a past grant recipient. 

Happy Hollow, San Jose, CA 
Happy Hollow Park & Zoo is a family destination that 
provides an affordable, sustainable, conservation-
centered outdoor adventure for families with children. 
Happy Hollow will use this year’s grant to acquire a 
series of custom retractable banners for the 
Education Outreach Program. The Outreach Program 
entails teaching staff bringing animals (usually three 

at a time) to a classroom outside of the Happy 
Hollow facility, and providing a program from a 
menu chosen by teachers for their grade level and 
class size. Happy Hollow received a grant of 
$1,000 and is a fourth-year grant recipient. 

JustREAD, Mountain View, CA 
JustREAD is dedicated to improving the reading, 
writing and math skills through one-to-one tutoring 
for students in 6th through 12th grades who are in 
need of fundamental skills in reading and math. 
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Tribute Card Donations Available 

 

Make a gift donation in memory of a loved one, to 
commemorate a birthday, or another special 
occasion. A gift announcement card will be 
personalized and mailed to the person(s) of your 
choice. 
 
You can order on-line or send your request via 
mail. Visit our website at 
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org for details. 
 
If you make your request via mail, then please 
include the following information: 
 

! Recipient Information 
! Honoree Name 
! Message (10 words max): e.g. “In honor of 

your Birthday.” 
! Include Billing address, Recipient mailing 

address, and make check payable to the 
Beth Longwell Foundation and mail to P.O. 
Box 50457, Palo Alto, CA 94303. 

 

Mission Statement  
The Beth Longwell Foundation's mission is to positively 
impact the lives of children through support of charities 
and organizations in the areas of childhood education, 
non-smoking lung cancer research, and grief support 
for children who have lost a parent. 

Board Members  
Ellen Levitas, Robert Longwell, Jim Levitas, Jennifer 
Braun, Alice Erber, Rhoda Grumet, Ashley Platner, 
Carol Platner, Carol Toppel, Ava Yajima. 
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Save The Date! 
What: 2015 Annual Dinner & Silent Auction 
When: November 5, 2015 
Where: Details Coming Soon 

a bit of a change of pace with the live auction. The 
auctioneer engaged the audience and the paddles 
shot up. It was quite a treat to watch the bidding over 
the Disneyland tickets and the other items in the 
auction. Of course, in the end I like many others were 
outbid but the items did find a good home.  

To wrap up the evening we heard from Dalia Lopez, 
our 2014 college scholarship recipient.  She spoke 
about experiences in her first semester of her first 
year at California State University Dominguez Hills 
and was very grateful for the support of the 
foundation. We then did one last audience 
participation activity called “Fund-A-Need.” This was 
an opportunity for individuals to donate money to the 
scholarship fund. It was great to see so much 
excitement and interest in the room. 

It certainly was a fun evening and as a board 
member, I am thankful for everyone who joined us or 
contributed to the Foundation. We continue to strive 
to make our annual fundraiser one that is memorable 
and enjoyable. The Board expresses its gratitude to 
everyone who attended or was there in spirit for their 
continued support. 

 JustREAD received a grant to support their  
ongoing JustREAD literacy and JustMATH math 
tutoring programs. JustREAD is a past grant 
recipient and received a grant of $2,500. 

Kara, Palo Alto, CA  
Kara provides hope, healing, and grief support for 
people who are coping with death and dying. 
These services are provided at no cost. The 
Foundation grant will support Camp Erin, a 
weekend long grief support camp for children ages 
6 to 17 who have experienced the death of 
someone close to them. The camp provides 
intensive grief support in a fun environment to kids 
that are not able to access ongoing grief support. 
Kara is an eighth-year grant recipient and received 
a grant of $7,500.  

Project Commotion (PC), San Francisco, CA 
PC is a vibrant community space which strives to 
support under-served families of children with 
special needs, as well as caretakers and 
educators, through the development of physical, 
sensory, and self-awareness. The Foundation 
grant will help provide 80 scholarships to low-
income children to participate in the School-Age 
Enrichment Program. The Program consists of two 
sub-programs: Homework Help, and Summer 
Enrichment Camps. Project Commotion is a first-
time grant recipient and received a grant of 
$2,500. 
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